
Alberto Calvillo was raised in San Bernardino, California, where he began learning the 
art of percussion performance at the age of nine years old under the direction of Paul 
Locke. Under his direction, Alberto became a star pupil, earning outstanding musicianship 
awards and an admittance into the San Bernardino County Music Educators Association 
honor band in 2006, 2008, 2010, and 2012. By virtue of being in SBCMEA, he was 
invited to attend the Wildwood Music Institute summer camp in Angelus Oaks, where he 
attended for six years from 2008 through 2012. Alberto had improved exponentially at 
these camps, and had earned the title of percussion section leader and the Outstanding 
Percussionist award twice. In the year 2013 when Alberto was too old to be a camper, 
he returned the favor to the camp and became a counselor for the children there to help 
spark his same love in music and outdoors in them.

In 2007, Alberto was exposed to the genre of drum corps, which sparked a life-long love 
in the marching musical sport. In 2008, Alberto was chosen as the center snare drum by 
Daniel Gervais for the Chavez Middle School drum-line in its first year of existence. This 
was the beginning of a seven-year career in the marching music arts, where he played 
snare drum in the Cajon High School Gold Star Regiment from 2008-2011 and tenor drums 
in the winter of 2012 for the first year of San Bernardino Percussion. Under the direction 
of James Heller, the marching band performed and competed in Southern California 
Judging Association and other independent marching competitions, often taking first 
place in percussion scores. The Cajon High drum-line had competed in American Drum-
line Association competitions, taking third place in Class C state championships in 2010. 
San Bernardino Percussion had made its debut in the winter of 2012, and was the first 
group from San Bernardino to compete in the rigorous competition circuit Southern 
California Percussion Alliance. While in these groups, Alberto had been instructed by 
people from the world’s most prestigious marching music groups such as the Blue Devils, 
Phantom Regiment, Pulse Percussion, and Riverside Community College.

Alberto’s marching career reached a climax in the summer of 2014 when he went on 
tour across the United States with Gold Drum and Bugle Corps, which competed at 
Drum Corps International World Championships at Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis. 
Performing in a one hundred sixteen-person group proved to be a great challenge and 
an unforgettable experience. Under the direction of Donald Flaherty and instructed by 
Seth Woodard and Jonathan Mylenek, Gold had competed against the world’s most 
competitive drum corps in stadiums across the country and in numerous parades.

Alberto had begun studying mallet percussion in 2010, and focused solely on that when 
he began taking lessons at La Sierra University under Jamie Douglass in 2012. The 
mallet education influenced him so much, that he decided to play vibraphone for Gold 
Drum Corps rather than march in the drum-line in 2014. Although he grew up on battery 
percussion, Alberto found his true love in mallets where he can be more expressive with 
his performances and truly reach out to audiences with more melodic pieces.

Alberto is currently studying for a Music BA with Pre-Dentistry in his third year at La Sierra 
University. He hopes to someday attend Loma Linda School of Dentistry and become an 
orthodontist to serve the Inland Empire.


