
SOCIOLOGY, B.A.
2013-2014

MAJOR REQUIREMENTS (58 UNITS) Grades of “C” or better required. Courses may not need to be completed in order listed. 
History, Politics & Society core curriculum

HPSC 101 Colloquium: Introduction to the Discipline (1)
HPSC 104 Global Interactions Since the Age of Columbus (4) Theme IB*

HPSC 106 Race, Ethnicity, and Class in American History (4) Theme IB*

HPSC 274 Construction of American Political Life (4) Theme 2B*

HPSC 275 Critical Analysis (4)
HPSC 375 Research Methods (4) Prerequisite: HPSC 275

HPSC 497 Senior Colloquium (1) 
HPSC 498 Senior Thesis (3) Prerequisite: HPSC 497. Concurrent enrollment accepted.  Students should enroll on or before fall quarter of senior year.

Sociology courses
SOCI 102 Colloquium: Perspectives in Practice (1) Prerequisite: HPSC 101

SOCI 104 General Sociology (4)
SOCI 374 Impacts of Globalization (4)
SOCI 404 Foundations of Social Thought (4)
SOCI 495 Field Placement (4)
16 elective units, including 4 upper division, selected in consulation with an advisor
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UNIVERSITY STUDIES FOUNDATIONAL STUDIES (20-37 UNITS) Grades of “C” or better required.
I     FIRST-YEAR SEMINAR             UNST 101A (1) and 101B (1) OR UNST 100A (3) and 100B (3)
II    RHETORICAL SKILLS                A. ENGL 111 (3), 112 (3), 113 (3) College Writing OR ENGL 124 Freshman Seminar (4)
                                                          B. Upper Division Rhetoric: HPSC 497 (1) and HPSC 498 (3)
III   MATHEMATICS                        One college-level Mathematics course in MATH 115 / 121 / 155 / CPTG 117 (4) MATH 155 recommended

IV   WORLD LANGUAGES             Level 3 proficiency (e.g. 153) in one non-English language (4-12)
V    HEALTH AND FITNESS            HLSC 120 Lifetime Fitness with laboratory (2)

UNIVERSITY STUDIES GENERAL STUDIES (52 UNITS, 20 UPPER DIVISION) 
THEME     IA          Understanding Human Beings or IB Humans as Thoughtful Global Citizens (4) May be satisfied by major*

                  IC          Globalization, Identity and Citizenship (SSCI 104 / 105 / 106 / 107) (4) Prerequisite: ENGL 113/124

THEME     IIA         History and Appreciation of Visual and Performing Arts (4)  
                  IIB         Historical or Contemporary Culture and Context (4) May be satisfied by major*

                  IIC         Exploring Culture (HUMN 204 / 205 / 206) (4) Prerequisite: ENGL 111/124

THEME     III           Any Theme III course (Theme III A, B, C, or D) (4)
                  IIIB        Required Beliefs and Heritage course (RELT 104 / 106 / 245 / RLGN 304) (4)
                  IIIC         Scripture (4)
                  RLGN    RLGN 304 Adventism in Global Perspective OR RLGN 305 Religion in Three Cultures (4) Prerequisite: ENGL 113/124, Junior

THEME     IVA        Life Science (4) Theme IVA Life Science or Theme IVB Physical Science must include a laboratory

                  IVB        Physical Science (4) Theme IVA Life Science or Theme IVB Physical Science must include a laboratory

                  IVC        Scientific Foundations (NSCI 404 / 405 / 406 / 407) (4) Prerequisite: ENGL 113/124, Theme IVA/Theme IVB, F3 Mathematics

THEME     V            Senior Seminar: UNST 404 Religion, Values, and Social Responsibility (4) Prerequisite: ENGL 111/124, Junior

UNIVERSITY STUDIES SERVICE-LEARNING (3 courses)
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*A maximum of 4 units from the Major, and 8 units of Cognates required by the Major, may apply to University Studies General Studies requirements (2013-2014 Undegraduate Academic Bulletin p. 66).

NOTE: Should a student’s general education and major degree program not meet the minimum 190 units required for graduation, the student must complete elective units to make up the defiency.



Academic Advising 
Center for Student Academic Success 

Sierra Vista Hall, Room 114
(951) 785-2452

advising@lasierra.edu
www.lasierra.edu/advising

SOCIOLOGY
Bachelor of Arts

ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION

Sociologists study society and social behavior by examining the groups and social 
institutions people form, as well as various social, religious, political, and business 
organizations. They also study the behavior and interaction of groups, trace their 
origin and growth, and analyze the influence of group activities on individual 
members. They are concerned with the characteristics of social groups, organizations, 
and institutions; the ways individuals are affected by social traits such as gender, 
socio-economic class, age, or race on a person’s daily life. The results of sociological 
research aid educators, lawmakers, administrators, and others interested in resolving 
social problems and formulating public policy.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES AND RELATED OCCUPATIONS:  Most sociologists work in 
one or more specialties, such as social organization, stratification, and mobility; racial 
and ethnic relations; education; family; social psychology; urban, rural, political, 
and comparative sociology; gender roles and relations; demography; gerontology; 
criminology; or clinical practice-such as marriage and family therapy, addiction 
counseling; probation/police officer, mental health aide, child development, labor 
relations specialist, etc. Bachelor’s degree holders can benefit from internships 
or volunteer work when looking for entry-level positions in sociology or a related 
field. These types of opportunities give students a chance to apply their academic 
knowledge in a professional setting and develop skills needed for the field.

EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS: Although some graduates with a bachelor’s degree 
find work as sociology research assistants, most find positions in other fields, such 
as social services, administration, management, or sales and marketing.  

Sociologists typically need a master’s degree or Ph.D. There are two types of 
sociology master’s degree programs: traditional programs and applied, clinical, 
and professional programs. Traditional programs prepare students to enter a Ph.D. 
program. Applied, clinical, and professional programs prepare students to enter the 
professional workplace, teaching them the necessary analytical skills to perform 
sociological research in a professional setting.

Many students who complete a Ph.D. in sociology become postsecondary teachers. 
Other Ph.D. graduates often become research sociologists for nonprofits, businesses, 
and governments.
 
JOB OUTLOOK: Employment of sociologists is projected to grow 15 percent from 
2012 to 2022, faster than the average for all occupations.
 
SALARY: The median annual wage for sociologists was $74,960 in May 2012. The 
lowest 10% earned less than $43,280, and the top 10% earned more than $129,760.

Academic program information adapted from
La SIerra University. (2013). Undergraduate Academic Bulletin. Retrieved from http://www.lasierra.edu/
bulletin.

Career information adapted from
U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. (2013). Occupational Outlook Handbook (164-175). 
Retrieved from http://www.bls.gov/ooh.
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