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Documentary Filmmaker 
Comes to LSU 
Winona Howe 

On April 15, 2004, the LSU campus was privileged 
to hear two presentations by Freida Mock, the 
highly respected documentary filmmaker who has 
received multiple nominations and won both an 
Oscar and an Emmy for her films. In the afternoon, 
Mock conducted a master class for interested 
students, introducing them to the “nuts and bolts” 
of documentary filmmaking; in the evening she 
spoke to a more general audience drawn from 
students, faculty and the community. 

In preparation for Mock’s visit, four of her 
documentaries were screened in advance: Maya 
Lin: A Strong Clear Vision (architect of the 
Vietnam Memorial - Oscar winner for Best Feature 
Documentary film); Return with Honor (American 
prisoners of war in Vietnam); Bird by Bird with 
Annie (popular American author, Anne Lamott); 
and Rose Kennedy: A Life to Remember (mother 
of John F. Kennedy – nominated for an Academy 
Award for Best Short Documentary). Mock's films 
are noted for their sensitivity towards and insight 
into their subjects; those who attended the 
screenings noted this treatment and were 
enthusiastic about the films and their maker. A 
writing contest to select the best response to one 
of these films allowed students to engage with 
Mock’s films on a deeper level. The winners of this 
contest (Anagh Chohan, Jeremy Cruz and 
Marnellie Rabanal) received autographed DVDs of 
Mock’s films. 

In addition to the discussion of her own films, Mock
proved to be a passionate and able advocate for 
the documentary as an art form and as a forum 

 Freida Lee Mock, Oscar winning documentary 
filmmaker visits La Sierra University. 

Continued on page 2
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Teaching & traveling in 
Poland 
Jill Walker 

Five weeks in Poland is not enough. I know from 
experience. Last year, I volunteered for a summer 
camp in Jelenia Gora, a small town in the 
Karkonosze mountains of south western Poland. 
For five weeks, I toured the area, taught two 
conversational English classes a day and tried to 
gain some sort of mastery over the Polish 
language. By the time I packed my bags to go 
home again, I was dissatisfied. There was still so 
much to see, so much to do. On the plane back to 
America, I made the decision. I had to go back to 
Poland—and not for a matter of weeks this time, 
but for a year. 

So, here I am again in Jelenia Gora, having the 
time of my life. I have been here for two and a half 
months already and I haven't once regretted my 
decision to stay for a year. Many people have 
asked me, “Why a year?  That's such a long time!” 
Yes, I must admit, it seems like a long time, but I 
chose to come to Poland for a year for some very 
specific reasons. In a nutshell, I came to broaden 
my cultural horizons, to travel and to gain teaching 
experience. 

It has always been a dream of mine to live in a 
foreign country for a year. I've always believed that 
to really get to know a place, you have to live there, 
not just visit. That was my plan from the start in 
coming to Poland. I wanted to know the culture and 
language of Poland as one never can during a two-
week tour of a country or a five-week stint of 
volunteering. I wanted to see Poland in all of its 

seasons, to sing Polish hymns in church, and to 
communicate with Polish people in their own 
language. I am definitely getting the chance to do 
all of that and I am enjoying every minute of it. 
Every day I experience more and more of Poland 
and every day I am learning more and more 
Polish words. Where else could I have all the 
comforts of America, have my own apartment 
and have daily opportunities to sample Polish 
cuisine? 

One of the greatest advantages of living in 
Poland is that it is so close to so many other 
destinations in Europe that I have always 
dreamed of visiting. Since I've been here, I've 
had the chance to visit Prague twice. It's only two 
hours away, after all. I have also had the chance 
to visit Auschwitz. Though sobering, it is a place 
that I would recommend that anyone visit for a 
greater understanding of what happened to the 
Jews during WWII. My favourite city so far has 
been Krakow. Today, although it is no longer the 
country's political capital, Krakow is the cultural 
capital of Poland. With its royal castle, 
sophisticated and elegant market square and its 
picturesque Jewish quarter, Krakow is definitely a 
city not to be overlooked when travelling in 
Poland. I have travelled a lot during my short 
time here and my list of places to see has gotten 
considerably shorter, but there are other cities 
near here that I am planning to visit soon.  Berlin, 
Bratislava, Warsaw, Budapest and Vienna are 
among those places. 

Unfortunately, I don't have the time or money to 
go far away every weekend, but there are many 
sights to see close to Jelenia Gora that are just 
as interesting as those that are far away and 
more expensive. One of the things I love about 
living here is that I can just hop on a bus to see 
one of the more than five castles in the area. 
Sometimes, when I am in a quieter mood, I walk 
half an hour to Jelenia Gora's charming market 
square or down the road from my apartment to 
the picturesque village of Jezow Sudecki. There 

that can examine ethical and moral dilemmas. Her 
visit to La Sierra University was facilitated by Juli 
Miller, who earned a B.A. in Communication and an 
M.A. in English at LSU (then Loma Linda U.). It was 
sponsored by the Department of English & 
Communication, in conjunction with Spectrum, the 
Association of Adventist Forums, the Department of 
Art, and the Women's Resource Center.♦ 

Continued from page 1

Continued on page 3
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are also ample opportunities for pursuing more active 
pastimes. Jelenia Gora is a mountain town, so there 
are lots of places to go hiking and there are 
mountains streams to wade and swim in. 
Furthermore, during the winter, there are plenty of 
places in the area to go skiing and snowboarding. 

In addition to broadening my mind about Polish 
culture and travelling, I am also gaining some very 
practical experience. Every week, I teach 18-20 
conversational English courses. It may seem that the 
class load is heavy, but in reality, preparation for 
class is more exhausting than the teaching itself. 
There are only one or two students in every class. 
Such a small class size is ideal for the purpose of 
improving the students' language skills. Another thing 
that makes teaching English easier is that all of the 
students that I teach are advanced. I could hold an 
intelligent conversation in English with any one of 
them if I were to meet them on the street somewhere. 
Best of all, I didn't need to have any prior teaching 
experience to be qualified for this job. My good 
handle on the English language and my ability to 
work hard were the qualities that caused my 
employers to ask me to teach in Poland for a year. 

In my two and a half months here, I have grown to 
love teaching, and even more to love Poland and her 
people. I am saddened that the year is going by so 
quickly. In fact, the longer I am here, the more I 
realize that a year is not a long time at all, but a short 
time. It is still too short a time for me to see and do 
everything that I want to do. I have come to the 
conclusion that a year in Poland is not enough. 

Unfortunately, I cannot stay in Poland for another 
year, as I have to return to La Sierra University to 
finish my Master's degree. However, I have good 
news! You can come to Poland! Since I will be 
leaving in August of 2005, my employers, Joanna 
and Peter Jamroziak, will be looking for a new 
teacher to fill my position for the 2005-2006 school 
year. Interested? Please contact Dr. Annemarie 
Hamlin in the English department for further 
information. ♦ 

Continued from page 2

Freida Mock with contest winners Anagh Chohan, 
Marnelle Rabanal and Jeremy Cruz 

Alumni Notes 
2003 Communication graduate, Megan McCombs 
Hays, has moved to Spokane, Washington to attend 
Gonzaga Law School. She is interested in Water law. 
Prior to law school, she interned with Senator Feinstein 
and then worked for a water-engineering firm assisting 
in special projects. It was through this agency that she 
became interested in water law. ♦ 

2004 English and 
Communication BA 
Graduates: 
Dulce Amber Haviland, Cum Laude 
Katherine Amelia Parsons, Magna Cum Laude 

Katherine Parsons 
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Students of the Year—
2004 
Winona Howe 

Senior of the Year – English 
Katherine Parsons 

Katie Parsons is the English Senior of the Year 
because of her curricular and extracurricular 
contributions to La Sierra University. Growing up in 
Ireland gave Katie a broad view of language, 
literature, and culture; the experience was 
beneficial, both personally and academically, and 
may be one reason why she decided on a double 
major. Her academic performance has been 
excellent, and her work is both thoughtful and 
creative. Katie has been active in a number of 
areas at La Sierra University. A student in the 
Honors Program, she is also president of the LSU 
chapter of Sigma Tau Delta (the English honor 
society) and presented a paper at the society’s 
national conference this spring. She has acted in a 
number of dramatic productions, and enjoys 
playing different types of roles. Katie will study at 
the University of Cambridge in Cambridge, 
England, and has been accepted to study for an 
MPhil in Early Modern [European] History by the 
Faculty of History. 

Graduate of the Year 
August Champlin 

From the time he began the MA Program in 
English, August Champlin demonstrated a 
remarkable intensity of application in both the 
graduate English classes he was taking and the 
College Writing classes he was teaching. August’s 
teachers have enjoyed having him in class 
because of his questioning mind; instead of 
stopping at the simple explanation, he always 
wants to press farther and discover new layers of 
meaning. His work as a TA has been marked by 
his unflappable demeanor, his clear explanations, 
and his apt examples. When the Department of 
English & Communication decided to inaugurate 
the TA of the Year award, August was the first 

recipient, primarily because of his creative teaching 
techniques and his mentoring of first-year TAs. The 
entire department applauds August’s intelligence 
and drive, but we’ll all miss the wonderful Italian 
food that he prepares when the group gets together 
outside of the classroom. ♦ 

Chilson Chosen for 
Teaching Award 
Susan Gardner 

Spark plug. Exemplary teacher. Organizer. 
Planner. Orientation Presenter. Collaborator. 
Helper. These words describe Aarika Chilson, the 
2004 Teaching Assistant of the Year. 

During her two years as a graduate TA, Aarika did 
much to solidify the TA community into both a 
working and a social group. She often created 
lesson plans or researched supplementary material 
that she shared with other TA’s. She initiated a 
“road trip” to Las Vegas and a weekend at Big Bear 
as well as a Sabbath at Corona del Mar for 
graduate faculty and students. 

Aarika helped plan the annual two-day Fall TA 
Orientation in 2003 and presented a model lesson 
plan to new TA’s. In addition, she and Dahlie 
Conferido presented a teaching spotlight at one of 
the bi-monthly TA seminars. 

Often found working in the TA Lab, Aarika’s 
cheerful personality and ready smile made her 
easy to talk to and a favorite with her peers. She 
provided assistance to Dr. Gardner, College 
Writing Director, and along with her exemplary 
student evaluations, her natural teaching abilities, 
and her many contributions to the writing program 
and her peer TA’s, Aarika was the top choice to 
receive the TA of the Year Award. 

Since graduation, Aarika as been hired as a part-
time teacher at Riverside Community College, 
Norco campus, and as director of the LSU fall 
drama production, The Importance of Being 
Earnest. ♦ 
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Rusty Perez Wins 
President’s Award 
Winona Howe 

When President Geraty announced at graduation 
that Rusty Perez was the winner of the 2004 
President’s Award, Rusty walked across the 
platform to receive the award, with Relish, his 
guide dog, who accompanies him everywhere at 
his side. As I listened to Dr. Geraty read the 
citation, I was reminded of something Helen Keller 
once said, that blindness “does not take away our 
share of the things that count—service, friendship, 
humor, imagination, wisdom.” The Department of 
English & Communication unanimously voted to 
nominate Rusty for the President’s Award because 
of his academic excellence, his drive to succeed, 
and his contributions to our department, church, 
and community. 

Rusty is a good student with a graduate GPA of 
3.84; he is always prepared for classes, getting the 
thousands of pages read through the services of a 
reader and by accessing online texts that he can 
hear through computer software. His recall is 
amazing. Other students refer to their outlines or 
notes (sometimes far too frequently). Of course this 
is not possible for Rusty, who delivers reports and 
lectures without any prompts. He displays a high 
degree of academic initiative when doing research. 
In one class, he chose a paper topic that did not 
have a large amount of resource material available. 
Rusty discovered that an unpublished dissertation 
was devoted to the topic, located the author (who 
was now teaching at a different institution than 
where she had done her dissertation), and talked 
her into sending him a copy of her dissertation. 

Rusty is amazingly self-sufficient, striding up and 
down our hall with confidence. He is very social 
and participates fully in off-campus outings with the 
other graduate students; he went to Peru with 
Charles Teel’s class during spring vacation, and 
climbed the steep trail to Machu Picchu. Music is 
an extremely important part of Rusty’s life, and he 
has sung and played his guitar at many different 

churches in southern California. 

Rusty is truly a unique individual, and the 
Department of English & Communication has felt 
privileged to be part of his life for the last two years. 
We have made changes in our attitudes and the 
way we teach, but not because Rusty has 
demanded these changes. Rather, he has trusted 
that we will not lower our academic standards 
because of his handicap, and we have chosen to be 
partners with him as he continues his education. We
are delighted that Dr. Geraty chose Rusty as this 
year’s recipient of the President’s Award. ♦ 

Rusty Perez and Relish, 

Photo by Danelle Taylor 
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Drama at LSU, an Update 
Tracie Douglas 

“There is something in that name that inspires absolute 
confidence,” Gwendolyn Fairfax says as she looks into 
Jack Worthing’s eyes. This line, from the production of 
Oscar Wilde’s The Importance of Being Earnest, aptly 
describes the English and Communication 
Department’s drama program. 

Every year the department sponsors three plays, one 
each quarter. This year is no different. With the Fall 
quarter production of Wilde’s classic in the works, 
French writer Jean Anouilh’s version of the Greek 
classic Antigone in the winter quarter, and As You Like 
It in spring quarter, directed by undergraduates and 
Drama minors, Andrea Poblete and Tracie Douglas. 

The goal within the department is to gain support and 
spread the word about drama around the campus. The 
level of participation has increased over recent years. 
Students from all over the campus, regardless of 
majors, lend a hand. “Some of our best actors and tech 
people have come from other departments, including 
Business, Music, Art, Religion, and the sciences,” 
notes Bruce Gilman, Professor of English. “Ours is not 
a ‘closed shop.’” 

Support doesn’t only come from the students but from 
the faculty within the department. This support has 
allowed the department to add a new minor to its 
program. But the growing minor may not see its big 
brother -- the major -- for quite some time. Money and 
facilities seem to be the leading disadvantages. 

“Someday, perhaps, a major could be in the offing -- 
which ideally would encompass film and stage,” Gilman 
says. “Key to that development would be a facility of 
our own, with a stage, film studio and editing facilities, 
plus a classroom or two oriented to our craft. With the 
University's tight budget constraints and existing 
priorities, these things aren't likely to happen any time 
soon.” 

That doesn’t keep the department down, however. With 
this year’s planned productions on the horizon and 
eager students waiting to be involved, La Sierra will 
see the talent within the quaint campus. “We have big 
ideas, a great deal of heart, and intense energy,” 

Gilman observes. “We make a difference on this 
campus, and occasionally beyond.” 

If a student wants to work backstage as a director it is 
possible, but she has to present her idea to a small 
committee that decides what shows will be produced 
on campus. Gilman points out that “taste, for lack of a 
better word, is always crucial: our campus audience 
is diverse, and we hope that our pieces will always 
entertain, occasionally provoke, but never seriously 
offend our viewers.” 

Recent physical improvements have helped this 
committee choose what performances can be 
managed on a small campus with limited resources. 
The installation of stage lighting two years ago 
improved conditions in Matheson Chapel significantly. 
A new stage was built in the spring of 2004, allowing 
the audience better sight lines.  

Faculty and students have been working to improve 
their limited resources, using various ways to raise 
awareness and money. The department is hosting its 
third annual Drama Fundraiser in December, 
featuring the Fall quarter production The Importance 
of Being Earnest, directed by Aarika Chilson. The 
fundraiser benefits future drama scholarships. 
Attendees were treated to a lunch at the Mission Inn, 
located in downtown Riverside, and entertained by La 
Sierra’s own undergraduate and graduate students. 

“In the past, our students have put on a scene or 
short play during dinner, and we attend a professional 
play afterwards,” Winona Howe, Chair of the English 
and Communication Department comments. “This 
year, however, we are placing the spotlight on our 
talented students so that supporters can see why we 
are so enthusiastic about the program.” ♦ 

Rehearsals, photo by Alex Chilson  



The Bibliophile  7 

  

Patti Poblete Jon Ponder 

Monty Joham Flint Johnston 

Julie Cook Karen Darnell 

Danielle Belisle August Champlin Aarika Chilson 

2004 MA 
Graduates

Rusty Perez 

Rohini Thomas 

Dick Weismeyer Jenny Park Won 

Other MA graduates, but 
unfortunately, no pictures:

Diedra Howson 
Fridah Nyriamana 
Patti Pettis 
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Faculty Scholarship in 
the English and 
Communication 
Department 
Annemarie Hamlin 

Bob Dunn submitted an essay on biblical literature 
for Journal of Adventist Education titled "Teaching 
the Bible as a Revolutionary Cultural Force" 
expanding on a presentation he had done in 
Lincoln, Neb. at the Adventist English Association 
meetings. 

He is also working on an article for publication 
entitled “Dwelling in Hope: Richard Baxter’s Use of 
the Language of Meditation in The Saint’s 
Everlasting Rest." Bob hopes to submit this either 
to Christian Scholar's Review or to Studia Mystica.

Mary Wilson presented a paper at the Fourth 
International Conference on Cultural Attitudes 
towards Technology and Communication 
(CATaC'04), held in Karlstad, Sweden, 27 June-1 
July 2004. She also served on the program 
committee for the conference. The conference 
series provides a continuously expanding 
international forum for the presentation and 
discussion of current research on how diverse 
cultural attitudes shape the implementation and 
use of information and communication 
technologies. 

Wilson’s paper examined the communication 
media connections of organizations and their target 
audiences in two geographically bounded areas 
with residents of diverse ethnicities. 

In May 2005 Mary will present a paper titled 
“Reviving Blue Heaven: Up From Despair via 
Communication” at a theme session for the 2005 
International Communication Association 
convention and chair a Mass Communication paper 
session. 

During Summer 2004, Dan Tinianow attended 
ACM-SIGGRAPH, and also went to a Photoshop 
training event. ACM- is the Association for 
Computing Machinery and SIGGRAPH is the 

Special Interest Group for Graphics. Both were 
held at the LA Convention Center in August. 

Bruce Gilman traveled with his wife Sandy to 
Ireland over Thanksgiving, in order to complete the 
research for a novel he is currently writing about a 
young Irish playwright. The Gilmans found the Irish 
theatre scene diverse and vibrant. In Dublin, the 
storied Abbey Theatre is celebrating its 100th 
anniversary with a festival of plays by J.M. Synge. 
The newly renovated "black box" theatre at Trinity 
College, appropriately named after Samuel 
Beckett, is the local forum for any number of 
aspiring young playwrights. 

The Gilmans attended a new work by Conor 
McPherson, "Shining City," at the Gate Theatre. 
The work wittily satirizes a wide range of topics, 
including psychotherapy, the priesthood, and 
Dublin itself. 

In Galway, the Gilmans happened upon an open 
rehearsal of the Moscow Arts Theatre Company at 
the University of Ireland. The university prides itself 
in new, topical drama written by students and 
faculty. The Gilmans saw one such drama at the 
Town Hall Theatre (now home to the famed Druid 
Company) -- a ritualistic, abstract play by Malcolm 
Hamilton, entitled "A Brief Taste of Lightning." What 
proved most impressive to the couple was the 
uniformly high level of acting in the performances 
they attended. 

Annemarie Hamlin presented two papers based 
on her research on Willa Cather’s early interest in 
surgery and her short fiction at the Adventist 
English Association (AEA) in July (in Lincoln, 
Neb.), and the second at the South Atlantic Modern 
Language Association meeting in Roanaoke, Va. in 
November. She made a research trip to Red Cloud 
and Lincoln in September to read letters and other 
materials from Cather’s youth. In March, she 
participated along with Susan Gardner and four 
other LSU colleagues in a discussion of an 
academic writing group established in 2003 that 
brings scholars of several disciplines together to 

Continued on page 9



The Bibliophile  9 

consult on their research and writing projects. 

Susan Gardner presented at three conferences this 
year. Her paper at AEA was titled “Portfolio 
Assessment as a Bridge from ESL to College Writing 
Classes.” In Indianapolis at the National Council of 
Teachers of English convention, she, two graduate 
students, Dahlie Conferido and Garlyn Wacker, and 
one former student, Heidi Saenz, presented “It’s the 
Connections, Stupid! Constructing Meaning in a 
World Literature class on Women.” The College 
Composition and Communication Conference in San 
Francisco featured a session by 6 La Sierra faculty. 
Gardner as well as Hamlin (English), Anthea Hartig 
(formerly, history), Krista Motscheidler (chemistry), 
Kendra Haloviak (religion), and Suzanne Mallery 
(psychology) presented “We Would Never do that in 
my Discipline! Accessing a Contact Zone through an 
Interdisciplinary Writing Group.” 

In addition to these presentations, Gardner and 
Rosalie Lynn, director of basic English, are involved 
in two research studies. Gardner and Lynn are 
participating in a large study investigating teachers’ 
responses to student errors conducted by Andrea 
Lunsford of Stanford University. The study replicates 
the national study Lunsford did 20 years ago. 
Gardner and Lynn have initiated a study with Dr. 
Veneta Condon, professor of nursing at Loma Linda 
University. The three of them are assessing how 
concentrated reading and writing instruction in a pre-
nursing initiative aimed at recruiting minorities affects 
their success rate when they enter the regular 
baccalaureate nursing program. 

In June 2004, Winona Howe published "Inspecting 
Women: Arthur W. Upfield and Napoleon Bonaparte" 
in Antipodes:  A North American Journal of Australian 
Literature. 

In this article, she compared the relationships of 
Upfield with women to his character Napoleon 
Bonaparte who appears in Upfield's series of twenty-
nine detective novels. 

On June 10, 2004 she presented 
"Eduventure: Patricia Beatty and the Western Girl" at 
The Children's Literature Association Convention. 
The paper examined a California author, noting that 
although her structure tended to be repetitive, her 

technique of combining entertainment (especially 
adventure) with her educational agenda (historical 
facts and context), she can be a valuable resource 
for readers in grades 4-7. 

On November 1, 2004 she presented "The Outback 
War: Irony and Perspective in The Dunera Boys" 
presented at the Film & History Conference. In the 
paper she examined a World War II incident where 
over 2000 Jews in Great Britain were sent to 
Australia and interned there on the chance that they 
might be Nazi sympathizers, and compared the 
incident with an Australian mini-series which sought 
to portray what occurred and why. The paper was 
based on research she conducted while in Australia 
in Summer 2003. 

In late 2004, Winona also participated in a poetry 
workshop at Pitzer College where she shared her 
poem featured below: 

The Trouble with Fashion, by Winona Howe 

I didn’t want to go but my friend said, 
“Come on, you need to get out more.” 
So we went, two outcasts in the world 
of fashion. The consultant checked 
our make-up, our hairstyles, 
clicked her tongue (annoying habit), 
and made suggestions about our wardrobes. 
“Plum and beige” (or was it taupe?) 
“are in this season,” she said. 
“Vermillion, of course.” (Of course!) 
“Navy and white should never be worn together.” 
 
Did anyone tell that to the sailors? 
As they board the ships, they look so young 
in navy bellbottoms with starched, snowy trim, 
too young to defend their country 
on indigo seas flecked with milky foam. 
 
Last week in the Falklands, 
the Sheffield took a direct hit. 
Mothers mourned and sweethearts sobbed. 
The fashion consultant might have 
appreciated the new look in uniforms. 
Partly navy, what was left of them, anyway. 
I didn’t see any white; even the indigo 
waves were tinged with crimson. 
(Or was it vermillion?) ♦ 

Continued from page 8
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Importance of Being Earnest 

Kelly Reed, Christa Bertleson, Mike Tyler, Bob Beckett, Amanda O’Reilly, Jeremy Ramos, Melisa Reinmuth, Rochelle Webster 

Vanessa Nelson, Dave Bradley, Kelly Reed, 
Jon Bennit, in Jean Anouilh’s Antigone 

Photo by Alex Chilson

Antigone’s Red by Miyagawa,

Cast: Alex Chilson, Michelle Vaca, Shane Hilde,

Gianina Carlos, Rhodney Madrid
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Real Women cast members: Joanna Hernandez, Deanne 
Knipschild, Lorena Salto, Daniella Lowry 

Summer 2005 Classes: 
COMM 446D/ ENGL 466D, 566D The Films of Akira Kurosawa. June 20-July 8. Tinianow, Dan. We 
study work by the famous, and enormously influential, Japanese filmmaker Akira Kurosawa. 

ENG 405A/505A Creative Writing: Short Story, June 27-July 15. Hamlin, Annemarie. Participants in this 
course will become immersed in the art of the short story through reading, writing, and critiquing classic and 
original work. Our major projects for the course—each student will write and revise three original short 
stories—will be shared and presented for critique in a workshop format. We will read numerous short stories 
by masters of the craft, watching and listening for the ways they shape their fiction in order to better develop 
our own skills. 

ENGL 465 Shakespearean Comedy in Performance. Dunn, Robert, July 11-29. We consider two 
Shakespearean comedies—Taming of the Shrew and As You Like It—for their performance possibilities. 
Participants will attend Bruce Gilman’s Shrew on the park in San Juan Capistrano and the Redlands 
Theatre Festival’s As You Like It. In addition, they will participate in discussions with theatre personnel and 
watch videos of famous enactments. 

ENGL 111, 112, 113 College Writing I, II, and III, 111 June 20-July 8, 112 July 11-29, 113 Aug. 1-19 

Aarika Chilson, Michael Tyler, 
Anouilh’s Antigone 

Photo by Alex Chilson 

Jeeyoung Lee, 
Anouilh’s Antigone 
Photo by Alex Chilson 
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Steel Magnolias Part 
Deux 
Dahlie Conferido 

It was Steel Magnolias, Act Two, Scene One when 
Shelby Eatenton announces she is undergoing 
dialysis. None of that mattered, however, because 
the actors didn’t even know whose line was next. 
After ten seconds of stage silence, one actor 
pointed to a package on the floor and improvised, 
“So what’s in the box?” The scene continued, but 
the actors had skipped almost two pages of script 
and given sophomore student and first-time 
director Jennifer Davis heart palpitations. 

Three years later Jennifer Davis is back, directing a 
revival of her 2000 production of Robert Harling’s 
play. Some old fixtures remain: the green hair dryer 
from Angwin Hall, the organ bench that doubles as 
a coffee table, and the faded pink salon chairs that 
deflate when you sit on them. But there are 
differences too. The four returning actors have 
grown three years older. Aarika Chilson (Shelby) 
and Melisa Reinmuth (M’Lynn) are finishing school 
with master’s degrees, Vanessa Nelson (Clairee) 
graduated last spring with her bachelor’s, and 
Dahlie Conferido (Ouiser) no longer fits into her 
character’s old overalls. Sharing the stage with 
them this time around are two Steel newcomers: 
Amanda Escalante as Truvy, the owner of the 
beauty salon in which the play is set, and Katie 
Wagner as Truvy’s assistant Annelle. 

This revival of Steel Magnolias means more than 
just directing credit for Jennifer Davis. It’s about 
getting it right. It’s about better set design, better 
blocking, better execution, and better advertising. 
Fortunately, time has proven an ally. Since 
mounting the first Steel, Davis co-directed the 
department sponsored production of Little Women 
and continues to be involved in acting and music. 
When she learned she needed one more 
requirement for her drama minor, her decision was 
easy. Rather than tackle a new directing project, 
she chose to refurbish her first one. 

Davis’s decision proved a unique experience 
for everyone. Because of the heavy traffic 
running through Matheson Chapel, Steel 
rehearsals took place in whatever spare room 
Davis and her cast could find. That meant 
roundtable readings in South Hall’s upstairs 
study, run-throughs in cluttered classrooms, 
and practices with late-night insects in the 
annex. But no matter how harried the 
rehearsals were, they have paid off. The 
blocking is cleaner and the set design is more 
organized. But the key to Steel Magnolias’s 
success can’t be found in the props. It’s in the 
people. 

The play centers around six characters who 
handle life in different ways: Truvy plays the 
gossipy peacekeeper; Annelle turns to religion 
for comfort; Clairee falls back on humor; Ouiser 
hides behind a bad mood; M’Lynn keeps her 
emotions inside; and Shelby brings everything 
out in the open. Despite this, or perhaps 
because of this, the characters manage to 
support each other. 

It is a bond the actors and the director find 
easy to emulate because they have done the 
same thing. Both inside and outside theater, 
these seven women have worked together, 
played together, and supported each other. It is 
their steel that holds Steel together. And if 
there’s a dropped line or two among them, 
that’s okay. Some bonds transcend words. ♦ 

Steel Magnolia Cast 
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Real Women Do Have 
Curves 
Susan Gardner 

“La migra! EEEEEKKKKK!” Five Latina women duck 
under sewing machine tables, hide behind the 
mannequin, or flatten against the wall to keep from 
being seen by the dreaded immigration patrol. Why? 
Most are legal but one, Estella, the owner of the 
Garcia dress factory fears being deported and losing 
everything she’s worked for. 

The problem of being an undocumented worker was 
but one theme of the spring production, Real Women 
Have Curves, a play based on her life and written by 
Josefina Lopez when she was only 19. Body image, 
roles of women, exploitation of garment workers, and 
exploration of Hispanic culture were other main 
themes playgoers witnessed in this drama. 

Seven La Sierra women—Joana Hernandez 
(Carmen), Melissa Ballesteros (Estella), Heidi Correa 
(Ana), Lorena Salto (Pancha), Raquel Villavicencio 
(Rosali), Deanne Knipschild (Estella understudy), 
and Daniella Lowery (Rosalie understudy)—brought 
the joys, sorrows, and trials of being underpaid 
garment workers in East LA to life. 

Especially strong qualities of this production were the 
acting and the set. The Latina actresses described 
their involvement in portraying Real Women as a 

“labor of love” and “total identification” with their 
own culture. Playgoer Jesamy Valdez 
commented, “The acting was great, and the 
actresses had a good sense of chemistry on 
stage.” The 80’s costumes added a realistic 
dimension to the story of “blue collar Mexican 
women striving to make it in the 
fashion/manufacturing industry,” Jason Tomas, 
audience member, observed. 

For the first time, the drama program boasted a 
real stage for the production. Stage extensions 
were installed in April, allowing a much larger 
acting and set area and providing excellent 
viewing no matter where a playgoer sat. The 
detailed set filled with sewing machines, racks of 
dresses, ironing board and mannequin, bolts of 
cloth and thread board helped to accurately 
portray a 1987 factory “where labor was 
abundant and wages were scarce,” stagehand 
Laura Samano noted. 

Real Women Have Curves was directed by 
Susan Gardner, Professor of English, with the 
help of Tracie Douglas and Heidi Saenz as 
assistant directors. ♦ 

Real Women 

Communication majors @ Anza 
Borrego 
Communication majors’ braved high winds, blowing 
sand and tents to enjoy the desert scenery, hiking, 
camping, singing around the campfire, 4-wheeling 
and conversation on a weekend trip. Pay showers, 
balky gas camp stoves and no hair dryers enhanced 
the outdoor experience. ♦ 
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Not One, But Two 
Antigones! 
Bruce Gilman 

Regular theatergoers at La Sierra these past six years 
might wonder about the drama program’s obsession 
with the story of Antigone. Rightly, so, judging by recent 
performances. After Sophocles’ original drama was 
initially offered in 1998, it was followed two years later 
by an original, more “feminist” interpretation. 

Now, for the winter quarter’s departmental production, 
two modern versions of the age-old tale were staged 
during the last week of February. Jean Anouilh’s 
Antigone is the French patriot’s interpretation written 
during the Nazi occupation in World War II. Antigone’s 
Red, by Chiori Miyagawa, uses the legend to critique 
the internment of Japanese-Americans in the United 
States during the same war. 

Clearly, in times of political struggle – like the moment 
when Sophocles enumerated his concerns for his city-
state of Athens – this story still speaks to the 
consciousness of the individual citizen, as well as to 
the needs of the collective. When the heroine confirms 
her allegiance to a “higher” morality rather than the 
needs of the state, she becomes a figure of historical 
import for any number of playwrights. 

Anouilh’s version changes little of the original cast or 
plot. But the French writer underscores the danger of 
totalitarianism in the 20th century in two original ways. 
Ironically, Antigone argues for her execution – for the 
inevitable tragic end that results when individuals 
attempt to dissuade governments from their imperial 
“right.” Anouilh is also concerned with the plight of the 
common man, represented by three apparently 
innocent guards whose must enforce the law. 

The same concerns echo in Miyagawa’s version, 
Antigone’s Red. In this one-act play, Sophocles’ 
heroine is transformed into a Japanese American 
woman who fights to restore respect not only to a man, 
but also to an entire people imprisoned by the country 
they call home. 

As long as we value our political freedoms and confront 
our political responsibilities, Antigone will likely 
accompany that debate. 

Antigone’s Red and Antigone were performed in 
Matheson Chapel. ♦ 

La Sierra Goes to Lincoln 
Susan Gardner 

Three English faculty along with a recently graduated 
M.A. student traveled to Lincoln, NE, July 21-25, 2004 
for the Quadrennial Adventist English Association 
(AEA) meetings held at Union College. The conference 
theme was “A Heartland for Literature.” 

Bob Dunn presented “Beyond the New Criticisms: 
Biblical Literature and the Inadequacy of Modern 
Literary Approaches” the first morning session, and in 
the afternoon Susan Gardner moderated the session 
on composition and presented “Portfolio Assessment 
as a Bridge from ESL to College Writing Classes.” 

The entire group of English teachers traveled to Red 
Cloud, NB, on Friday for “Willa Cather Day.” In addition 
to Cather scholars, Annemarie Hamlin (LSU) and 
Karen Darnell (LSU)  also presented in the historic 
Opera House which Cather and her family frequented. 
Hamlin’s presentation was titled “Illness and Treatment: 
Gendered Medicine in Cather’s Short Stories,” and 
Darnell focused on chiasms in her talk, “The Immense 
Design of Things: The Form of Willa Cather’s ‘The Troll 
Garden.’” 

Conference participants also toured Cather’s childhood 
home, the Cather museum in a local bank, and the 
Harling House, whose occupants are the basis for 
characters in My Antonia. 

The La Sierra group visited with old friends and 
colleagues, most notably Delmer Davis, former LSU 
English Department chair now at Andrews University, 
and Judy Meyers Laue, former LSU teacher and now 
chair of Southwestern Adventist University’s English 
Department, and made new friends. The UC hosts for 
the conference, Mark Robison and Chris Blake, along 
with AU’s Bruce Closser who organized the 

Continued on page 15
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Faculty: Phone: 
(951) 

E-mail: 

Robert Dunn 785-2243 rdunn@lasierra.edu 

Susan Gardner 785-2155 sgardner@lasierra.edu 

Bruce Gilman 785-2274 bgilman@lasierra.edu 

Annemarie Hamlin 785-2254 ahamlin@lasierra.edu 

Winona Howe 785-2240 whowe@lasierra.edu 

Rosalie Lynn 785-2250 rlynn@lasierra.edu 

Dan Tinianow 785-2264 dtiniano@lasierra.edu 

Mary Wilson 785-2324 mwilson@lasierra.edu 

presentations created a rich conference of 
academic papers and the special features 
around Lincoln. 

All but one of the Adventist colleges and 
universities sent representatives to the 
conference, and the days spent together sharing 
intellectual and pedagogical interests provided 
the connections for moving ahead as a group. At 
the business session on the final day, Scott 
Moncrieff volunteered to begin the AEA bulletin 
board, new officers were elected, and Oakwood 
College was chosen to host the next meeting in 
2008. Additionally, teachers agreed to share 
expertise at the 2006 NAD convention for all 
elementary and secondary teachers and 
administrators and to have a booth to attract 
secondary English teachers to become active 
members of AEA. ♦ 

Continued from page 14

Susan Gardner, Karen Darnell, Annemarie Hamlin, Bob Dunn 
Adventist English Association, Lincoln, NE 

Dollars for Scholars 
Winona Howe 

In preparation for the Endowed Scholarships 
& Awards Program, scheduled every year in 
May, the Department of English & 
Communication has the pleasant task of 
assigning scholarship money to those majors 
who meet the criteria of specific scholarship 
funds, and have distinguished themselves 
academically. 

Criteria for the Marie Barber Marchus 
Scholarship include scholarship and an 
interest in teaching language arts at the 
primary or secondary level. The recipients of 
this award are Lilian Correa and Lina 
Lamanauskaite, who each received $750. The 
recipients of the Richard Guy Memorial 
Scholarship (also $750) are Joanne Kim and 
Rebecca Lemasters; this is a scholarship that 
celebrates excellent writing. The Neff-Lewis 
Scholarship is awarded to an English Major 
who has achieved academically; Jessika 
Tucker received this award of $500. 

Scholarships in the area of drama are fairly 
new at LSU. Michael Tyler, a freshman 

student at La Sierra University this year, received a 
$1000 scholarship from Recruitment, awarded after 
department members viewed a tape of his dramatic 
performances at Campion Academy, and 
recommended him for the scholarship. This award 
can be renewed if Mike continues his involvement in 
drama at LSU. The Edna Maye Loveless Endowed 
Drama Scholarship was established only last year 
and will be awarded for the first time in 2005. ♦ 
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Stay connected! 
Dear Alumni,  

You can be sure that many of your former English and Communication classmates would love to know what you 
are doing and where you live. We welcome letters; if you are moving, please send us your new address 
information. Please tell us what you are doing, and where you are doing it. If you are writing literary gems, or 
exhibiting any work, let us share your news with your classmates. The Bibliophile is an easy way to keep in 
touch with La Sierra acquaintances. Share recent accomplishments and other news and include clippings 
and/or photos; email us or write notes on extra sheets:….. Thank you, Mary E. Wilson, Editor. 
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